Consultation Response Form

Your name

Tracey Price, Clerk to the Council

Your address

Garn Farm, Chapel Lawn, Bucknell, SY7 0BT

Preferred contact details
(email/phone/post)

Email to newradnorcc@outlook.com

Organisation (if applicable)

New Radnor Community Council

1. NDF Outcomes (chapter 3)
The NDF has proposed 11 Outcomes as an ambition of where we want to be in 20
years’ time.
•

Overall, to what extent do you agree or disagree the 11 Outcomes are a
realistic vision for the NDF?
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•

To what extent do you agree with the 11 Outcomes as ambitions for the NDF?
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If you disagree with any of the 11 Outcomes, please tell us why:

Whilst noting the stated aim to support jobs and services in rural areas this seems to
be directly contradicted by the concentration of growth and development in major
towns and cities. Only two towns in Powys are actually mentioned at all. How can
jobs be supported under these circumstances.
The concentration of renewable energy via wind turbines and solar panels in mid
Wales amongst some incredibly scenic Welsh countryside may well lead to a decline
in tourism and this should be throughly researched.

2. Spatial Strategy (policies 1 - 4)

The NDF spatial strategy is a guiding framework for where large-scale change and
nationally important developments will be focused over the next 20 years.
•

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the spatial strategy and key
principles for development in…
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If you have any comments on the spatial strategy or key principles for
development in urban and rural areas, please tell us:

Policy 2: Too vague and not enough detail.
Policy 4: The Community Council feels that the local authority is best placed to
decide where growth should be.

3. Affordable Housing (policy 5)
The NDF sets out the approach for providing affordable housing, encouraging local
authorities, social landlords, and small and medium-sized construction and building
enterprises to build more homes.
•

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the approach to increasing
affordable housing?
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•

If you disagree, in what other ways can the NDF approach the delivery of
affordable housing?

Again the Community Council feels the local authority should have more input into
this area as it has local knowledge and is better able to assess relevant factors.

4. Mobile Action Zones (policy 6)
•

To what extent do you agree or disagree the identification of mobile action
zones will be effective in encouraging better mobile coverage?
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•

If you disagree, in what other ways can the NDF improve mobile phone
coverage in the areas which currently have limited access?

The Community Council would like it to be noted that there is a need to assess any
health implications when extending coverage.

5. Low Emission Vehicles (policy 7)
•

To what extent do you agree or disagree that policy 7 will enable and
encourage the roll-out of charging infrastructure for ultra-low emission
vehicles?
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•

If you disagree, in what other ways can the NDF enable and encourage the
roll-out of charging infrastructure for ultra-low emission vehicles?

The need to consider where the electricity is coming from and how it is produced is
considered a necessary part of this programme.

6. Green Infrastructure (policies 8 & 9)
•

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the approach to maintaining and
enhancing biodiversity and ecological networks?
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7. Renewable Energy and District Heat Networks (policies 10-15)
•

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the NDF’s policies to lower
carbon emissions in Wales using…
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If you disagree with the NDF’s approaches to green infrastructure, renewable
energy or district heat networks, what alternative approaches should we
consider to help Wales to enhance its biodiversity and transition to a low
carbon economy?

There is at present no grid infrastructure to support proposed developments of this
scale and there appears to have been no discussion of other opportunities such as
hydro, off shore turbines or tidal power.
The introduction of such large scale developments would seem to contradict the
policies on biodiversity and tourism.
The targets stated would seem to exceed the requirements for Wales.
Educating the public to use less energy would seem sensible.

8. The Regions (policy 16)
• To what extent do you agree or disagree with the principle of developing
Strategic Development Plans prepared at a regional scale?
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The NDF identifies three overall regions of Wales, each with their own distinct
opportunities and challenges. These are North Wales, Mid and South West Wales,
and South East Wales.

9. North Wales (policies 17-22)
We have identified Wrexham and Deeside as the main focus of development in
North Wales. A new green belt will be created to manage the form of growth. A
number of coastal towns are identified as having key regional roles, while we support
growth and development at Holyhead Port. We will support improved transport
infrastructure in the region, including a North Wales Metro, and support better
connectivity with England. North West Wales is recognised as having potential to
supply low-carbon energy on a strategic scale.
• To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed policies and
approach for the North Region?
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10. Mid and South West Wales (policies 23-26)
Swansea Bay and Llanelli is the main urban area within the region and is our
preferred location for growth. We also identify a number of rural and market towns,
and the four Haven Towns in Pembrokeshire, as being regionally important. The
haven Waterway is nationally important and its development is supported. We
support proposals for a Swansea Bay Metro.
• To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed policies and
approach for the Mid and South West Region?
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11. South East Wales (policies 27-33)
In South East Wales we are proposing to enhance Cardiff’s role as the capital and
secure more sustainable growth in Newport and the Valleys. A green belt around
Newport and eastern parts of the region will support the spatial strategy and focus
development on existing cities and towns. Transport Orientated Development, using
locations benefitting from mainline railway and Metro stations, will shape the
approach to development across the region. There is support for the growth and
development of Cardiff Airport.
• To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed policies and
approach for the South East Region?
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If you have any comments about the NDF’s approach or policies to the three regions,
please tell us. If you have any alternatives, please explain them and tell us why you
think they would be better.
Need to differentiate between rural and urban areas as these have very different
needs.
Disagree strongly with the joining of Powys with the urban areas of Swansea and
Llanelli – to combine these areas will inevitably mean that resources are
concentrated on the urban area and it will be difficult to fully and properly address
rural issues.
Rural areas need their own set of targets.
Swansea and Neath Port Talbot should be with the other urban areas.

12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities,
Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change
and economic development.
• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability
Appraisal Report? Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators
you consider would strengthen the ISA.

Welsh Government state that “we have developed an Integrated Sustainability
Appraisal (ISA) which is a process for assessing the social, economic and
environmental impacts of a plan and aims to ensure that sustainable
development is at the heart of the plan-making process”.
i.There is no clarity on how the ‘monitoring indicators’&‘objectives’ in the ISA
were arrived at, and these do not cross reference with other legislative and
other designated frameworks that are supposed to have informed the ISA, nor
do they cross reference with the NDF ‘outcomes’.
ii. ISA is supposedly a holistic process, but there is no direct reference made
to the Sustainability Assessment(SA), Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA)other environmental directives and PPW10. The HRA is specifically
excluded.
iii. So-called monitoring of NDF drafting excludes regional policies.
iv. The ISA follows the NDF in ignoring the impact of Policy 10 (RE ‘priority
areas’) on rural communities.
v. Lack of any rigorous scrutiny: no reference to any evidence base (the
‘baseline’ for informing Preferred Option 4 from 4 option choices is ‘do
nothing’, which is irrelevant since the NDF is a legal requirement of planning
policy).
vi. No test of ‘soundness’–unlike LDPs which are required to be tested by a
Planning Inspector to show that they are well-evidenced, appropriate for the
area, coherent, in line with other legislation.
vii. The assessment of the internal consistency of the 17 ISA objectives is
incoherent.
viii. Total lack of any meaningful definition of ‘sustainability’

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address

any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation
and Special Protection Areas for birds.
•

Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report?

This was very late in being included and conflicts with the mapping of the solar and
wind energy sites.

14. Welsh Language
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.
•

What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects be
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?

Members felt that the Welsh Language should be allowed to grow organically.

Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or
changed so as to have:
I.

II.

positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably
than the English language, and
no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.

No comment.

15. Further comments
• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or
any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?

Renewable energy: All forms should have equal weighting – not just wind and solar.
Welsh Government appears to have used different criteria in the NDF to the local
Authority (Powys) in the LDP and the LDP criteria seem to be superior in standards
for SSSI, conservation, special landscape features.
Local Ownership needs to be defined.
Decision making on renewable energy (above very small installations) has been
taken away from local authorities.

16. Are you...?
Providing your own personal response
Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation

Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the
internet or in a report. If you would prefer your response to
remain anonymous, please tick here

√

